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erate with the tools involved and each 
project had to be completed in one class. 
But Mesa Art offered all types of class-
es including a glass fusion class, so they 
enrolled in that instead. 

From there the Wolfs took most ev-
ery glass class offered at the center and 
then moved on to classes with special-
ized glass artists in the U.S. Valerie and 
Jeff took classes in glass painting, large 
glass art, how to make their own glass 
and basics on glass chemistry for ma-
nipulation. The Wolfs purchased a kiln, 
glass and the necessary tools to work at 
home rather than in a class.

When they moved to Bonaire in July 
2019, they decided it would be fun to 
take everything they learned and take 
their glass skills to a new level by open-

ing a business, MoltenWolf Glass. 
To enhance the artistic level of the 

venture, the Wolfs hired sketch artist 
Joel Muzo of Curaçao through Peoples 
Choice Consultancy and Recruitment. 
Since October Joel has been working 
along side the Wolfs learning all about 
making glass. And his drawing skills are 
evident in many of the glass art projects 
including the marine and sea life pieces. 

“We want to create an atmosphere of 
art. Even the jewelry, every piece has 
something about it that makes me say, 
‘Oh, that’s cool’,” said Jeff. 

Though neither Jeff or Valerie come 
from an art background, they both love 

Valerie and Jeff Wolf have a passion 
for glass. They want to chat about glass, 
share ideas about glass and, of course, 
make glass art.  What began as a fun 
class on bead making in 2010 in their 
then hometown of Phoenix, Arizona, 
has evolved into a big love for artistic 
glass work. And to share their love, they 
recently opened a new gallery store  in 
Bonaire, MoltenWolf Glass.

The whole glass thing began when 
Valerie decided she would rather make 
her own glass beads for her handmade 
necklaces than buy them. She signed up 
for a class at Mesa Art Center. Though 
not a ‘bead’ guy, Jeff joined in too when 
he heard the process included using a 
‘live butane flame.’

Unfortunately, Jeff had a couple of 
problems: his eyesight wouldn’t coop-
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MoltenWolf Glass - so much to explore 
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and appreciate art. 
Jeff said, “We want it to be gallery 

work and every time someone comes in, 
they see pieces that are a little different.”

The art pieces will be made in limit-
ed numbers.  Possibly 10 per design and 
each one will be done in batches with 
different combinations and varieties. So 
if you see something you like, it might be 
best to buy it now as it might not be there 
on your next visit to the store.

Valerie said, “Glass is very forgiving. 
I don’t have to be as precise as a painter. 
There are so many techniques in fused 
glass, I can’t find enough time to do it 
all.”

She especially loves making the prac-
tical and functional glass items: vinegar 
bottles, bowls, plates, platters, soap dish-
es, etc. 

They both decided it was a good idea 
to make the jewelry.  It’s fun and eco-
nomical and sells faster than other items. 

The Wolfs want to engage other glass 
artists on Bonaire to be involved in the 
gallery store. They’ve found other glass 
loving local artists who are working 
in Murano glass, recycled and stained 
glass.  Valerie and Jeff are open to share 
their space, to see what everyone is do-
ing with glass and to expand the knowl-
edge and appreciation of glass art mak-
ing.  They want to talk to people who 
want to know what glass does. 

Jeff said, “One night a month we’ll 
talk about art and how it was done. We 

aren’t keeping any secrets. We want peo-
ple to see how we do things. There is 
still so much to explore with what can 
be done with glass. We want to grow the 
glass community on the island.”

MoltenWolf Glass beautiful art piec-
es range from functional to fashionable. 
You can put the work on your walls, on a 
table or you can wear it. 

The Wolfs try to keep the prices rea-
sonable: jewelry is $30-$35; functional 
pieces $30-$50 and fused art from $175-
$250. 

Valerie and Jeff Wolf first came to 
Bonaire on their honeymoon in 1995 as 
divers. They kept coming back because 
they could just walk in to the sea and 
dive. They love the island, want to enjoy 
their time on Bonaire and be a part of the 
community.  

MoltenWolf Glass is scheduled to 
open full time January 4, 2022 from 
Tues. – Sat. 9 am – 6 pm. But for a sneak 
peak and possibly pick up a Christmas 
gift,  the doors will be open Thurs, Dec. 
23, Tues, Dec. 28 and Thurs. Dec. 30. 

For more information visit: https://
moltenwolfglass.com or visit their Face-
book page.  Story & photos Julie Morgan




