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Salty Sunset



What was the inspiration process?

Whenever we work on projects, we always try to find something that inspires us.  The inspiration 
could be other art that we like aspects of, or it could be every day things that we see and enjoy.  
The things that inspire us, drive us to create art to share that feeling with others.  In this particular 
case the following were the strong inspirations for my project: 

a. Love of the Salt Flats (southern Bonaire) 
b. Sunset Pendant 
c. First Attempt (Sunset Regatta)
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What were the first steps in 
making the Salty Sunset?

While every project is different, many of our projects start out the same way.  We see things that 
inspire us, and we start down the creative path in the following ways: 

a. Sketch book drawing 
b. Understanding how glass “works” 
c. How do we make this project 

i. 5 different Glass Techniques to get the look and feel we wanted 
1. Wave Strip Construction 
2. Stringer Construction  
3. Screen Melt Construction 
4. Sheet Glass Construction 
5. Frit Construction 
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Wave Strip Construction

A Wave Strip Construction consists of cutting strips of glass 1 inch (12mm) thick.  Then we cut 
these strips in half (1/2 inch / 6mm), but instead of a straight cut we make the cut a wavey cut.  
This means that when we put the glass in the form there will be highs and lows randomly 
throughout the piece.  When these are melted together it creates a nice visual “wavey” pattern.  

a. Parts 
i. Water 
ii. Salt Drying Fields 
iii.Sunset 

b. What is wave Construction 
c. Full Fuse (Pre Assembly)
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Stringer Construction

Stringer Construction is where you use stringers (small 2mm glass rods) to create a pattern.  In 
this case we used transparent stringers, so we had to lay them out in our pattern on a clear piece 
of glass. 

a. Parts 
i. Sun 
ii. Sun Rays 

b. What is Stringer Construction 
c. Full Fuse  and Contour Fuse (pre Assembly)
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Screen Melt Construction

A Screen Melt Construction means that we take a stainless steel screen place it above the dams/
forms, and pile scrap glass on top of the screen.  We then heat the glass to where it melts through 
the screen creating a very organic look to the glass.  

a. Parts 
i. Sun 

b. What is Screen Melt Construction 
c. Melt Fuse (Pre Assembly)
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Pre Assembly Layout and Design

Before we cut up the component pieces, we do a Pre Assembly layout and design.  This means 
that we are making sure that we like the design, the way the colors interact, and proportions of 
the pieces. 

a. Lay out the raw pieces 
b. Adjust design 
c. “Step away from the project” 
d. Determine where offsets belong
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Cold Working the Parts

Once we have the parts and we know the shapes that we need, we do what is called “Cold 
working”.  Cold Working means that we are working with the glass without heat.  When you cold 
work glass you almost always need water to help in the process. 

a. Choosing the parts to cold work vs. parts that are best left organic 
b. Cutting the pre assembly parts to the correct shapes 
c. Grinding the edges to ensure a clean profile
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Leaving parts Organic



Adjusting Design Elements

As we get to the final stages, we always look at the project to determine if any adjustments are 
needed to make sure our vision comes through in the final project. 

a. Sun adjustments 
i. Screen Melt 
ii. Stringer Construction 
iii.Perfect Combo 

b. Safety First….not second!

c. Things we learned 
i. Sunset Recipe 
ii. Salt flats recipe 
iii.Water Recipe 
iv.Transparent glass 
v. Striker Glass 



Sheet Glass Construction

Sheet Glass Construction just means that we cut the glass to the shape and size that we want in 
the project and then place the sheet glass on the project. 

a. Parts 
i. Salt “Mountains” 

b. What is Sheet Glass Construction 
c. Contour Fuse (after Assembly)
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Frit Construction

Frit is just crushed glass.  We have a supply of frit for many colors in 4 sizes (Powder, Fine, 
Medium, and Course).  To do frit construction you need to decide what size, color(s) and how you 
want them to look (smooth or textured).  These decisions will affect the application and the firing 
of the frit in the project. 

a. Parts 
i. Sand 

b. What is Frit Construction 
c. Contour Fuse (after Assembly)
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Final Assembly

Final Assembly is where we put all the pieces together. 
a. Need to ensure that the glass has overlap for support 

i. Clear Glass Backing 
ii. Not single full sheet 

b. Assembly Order 
i. Water 
ii. Salt Flats 
iii.Sunset 
iv.Salt Mountains 
v. Sun Rays 
vi.Sun (fiber paper to support) 
vii.Sand (some damming required)
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Final Firing

Once the project has been final assembled, and we are happy with the look, we put the piece in 
the kiln and perform the final firing.  The final firing style will depend on what look and feel we 
are trying to achieve.  Final firings are always nerve wracking because at this point we have put a 
lot of work into the project, and we are going to put the glass through a final round of stress 
(heating and cooling). 

a. Contour fuse
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Prep for Display

Our final step is to prep the art piece for display.  In this case the project will be a wall mount, so 
we must attach the offsets to the back of the project. 

1) Transparent vs. Opaque 
2) How many offsets do we need? 
3) Placement of the offsets 
4) How long should the offsets be?
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Finally done!


